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Js this VistoN has a Likeneſs of the preſent Times, 

it's poſſible it may be thought purpoſely ſo defigned, 
and wrote by ſome of partial Influence. The Writer 
declares, no Perſon but himſelf, had any Hand in it, or 
ever ſaw a Tittle of it. He neither enjoys, nor did, 
nor ever will, any Place of Truſt or Profit in the 
Corporate Body. His Fortune is not large; yet he 
diſregards the Favours, and defpiſes the Frowns of all 
Men. His Love for his native City is great, ſo he 
thinks it his Duty to expoſe it's Enemies, and proclaim 
it's Friends. He could ſpeak many Things more plain, 
but hopes a Hint will check the too forward and encou- 
rage the fearful. 


be Cap fits any, they may freely wear it, if not 
let them fix it on their guilty Neighbours. Truth will 


ſtand the Teſt, when Falſhood, tho" ſupported by Bri- 


bery and Corruption, in the End muſt have a fall. 
Read and remark, and you'll pleaſe. 


W.B. 
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THE 


1 ATE L Yameditating on the Folly of 
Mankind, in many or moſt Occurrences 
of Life; ſome vainly purſuing Things quite 
impoſſible to obtain; others as eager after Trifles, 
which when obtained, have no intrinſic Value in 
them, and can afford but little Satisfaction to the 
Poſſeſſor. Yet ſo great is our Madneſs, and our J. 
maginations ſo bewildred, that we ſacrifice a Subſtance 
really in Poſſeſſion, waſte our Time, and quarrel 
with our Friends, if (from a juſter Way of think- 
ing) they differ from us in Opinion, and all to en- 
joy a dear-bought Phantom, a Piece of Vanity, a 
meer Shadow. Theſe Conſiderations working 
ſtrongly 'on my Mind, juſt as Sleep was taking 
Poſſeſſion of my Senſes; Fancy ſtill awake, reſumes 
the Contemplation, and preſents the following Vi. 


N. 5 ons | 8 8 
Methought I was in the Middle of à very popu- 
lous City, but how J got there, I could never ac- 
count, being an utter Stranger to the Place, and 
every Thing round me. er my firſt Surprize, 
I began to look about, and obſerved it ſeemed a 
Town of great Oppulence and Trade. Vaſt Num- 
bers paſſing to and fro, all in prodigious Haſte, 
and with an Emotion in their Faces indicative of 
ſomething more than the common Concerns of 
Life. I ſtopped many to enquire but could get 
Anſwer from none, the general Hurry was ſo great. 

| In 


(6) 
In particular I obſerved one or two Ladies who by 
their Dreſs and Attendants ſeemed of ſuperiour Qua- 
lity paſſing in as great Hurry, as the Decency of 
the Sex would well allow; they ſeemed by their 
Countenances to have rather a greater Share of that 
uncommon Concern, and entered almoſt every 
Door as they paſſed. From ſome they returned 
much dęjected, from others quite elate. I was deter- 
mined, as I had pretty well got over my forme 
Surprize, to follow one of them, in Hopes to have 
this Myfery unriddled. I did fo, and obſerved the 
| Ladies Buſineſs was a verbal Petition in F N 
ſome rea Man, who by what I could pick ow 
was ſuing for an Office dependant on the Voice of 
the People. In moſt Places, I obſerved ſhe grounded 
her Petition on Favours the People either already had 
received or might hereafter expect from herſelf, or. 
Friends. Some who neither had recerved or expetted 
any, ſhe addreſſed in a different, but as extraordi- 
nary a Manner, She told them, ſhe had a Requeſt 
to make, and hoped they'd not refuſe her. 
A Petition from the Fair-Sezx carries ſo much 
Weight with a Man of Honour and Politengſs, eſpe- 
cially as he imagines from his own uf Principles, 
nothing unreaſonable can be demanded, that he 
grants without Heſitation. She intreated ſome, - af- 
ter their having told her, they were promiſed in an 
oppoſite Intereſt, which to me ſeemed very uncourtly, 
To ſome ſhe offered her bended Knees, ſome ſhe 
uſed. with Threats, and ſome with encouraging 
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But what ſeemed moſt unaccountable; I never 

| heard her ground any Petition en tbe Merit of ber 
Friend; which really occaſioned. a ſecret Pleaſure in 
me at every Denial ſhe mer with. I imagined her 
Intereſt to him was founded on Relationſhip, Ac- 
quaintance, or ſome other private Motive, and that 
her Friend had no real Merit in him; or, if he had, 
I judged he wanted many valuable Qualifications, 


which 
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which hindred her from urging the former, leaſt 

e latter ſhould be objected to her. Ot 
Being weary of this Purſuit, I left the Ladies, in 
Hopes'to find ſome indifferent Perſon, who would 
give me an Account of the Place I was in, and the 
great Hurry I ſaw. I had not paſſed far, before I 
met a comely old Gentleman, by his Appearance 
of Quality above the Croud, and by his Aſpect, as 
tho! all Concerns of Life, but what related to his 
own Being, were intirely diſregarded by him. Pray 
Father, fays I, what means all this tumultuous 
Hurry, I am a Stranger, quite unacquainted with 
the Place and People, and can't prevail on any 
Perſon to give me the leaft Information of whiat 
they are doing. By my own Obſervation, I dont 
find their great Concern is about the common Occupanions 
of * Trade, uſual in all large Cities: It certainly 
muſt be ſomething more momentoiu, that thus ef- 
gages the general Attention. Pray are you appre- 
henfive of an nvaſſon from any foren Enemy? 
Or does a crvil Mar, (the Bane of many Countries) 
threaten your's? Or; is it any Diſeord among your- 
ſelves; a Dread of ſome Revolution in the Govern- 
ment of your own City? Or what other Motive can 
caufe this great, this uncommon Concern in the 
Faces of all I meet? The old Gentleman thus re- 
plies, Sir, you queſtion me about a Matter, in 
which, but for the ſhort Hiſtory you have given of 

-yourſelf (whereby I find you are a Stranger) my 
Surprize would be as great as your's; as thinking 
there are few (if any) ſo indifferent as myſelf in re- 
gard to the preſent Affairs, much leſs: one to be 
quite unacquainted with them. We are under no 
Apprehenſion of any [rvaſion, neither does a civil 
War threaten us; I wiſh I could alſo ſay, Diſcord 
was as far from us: And many would wiſh a Revo- 
lution in the Government of our City not at hand. 
But this J aſſure you is greatly dreaded, and one 
very principal Cauſe of the general Confuſion you 

195 ſee: 


(8) 
ſee. Our City as moſt others is governed by a ci. | 
wil Majeſtracy, and as Fuction or a Divifion is a Con- 
ſequence of moſt corporate Bodies, ours carries it 
to a very great Height. The preſent Party have 
reigned for many Years. I wiſh I could ſay with Juſ- 
tice, and a true Judgment of the Intereſt of the 
City. But I aſſure you, Sir, they are ſo far from 
making our Good any Part of their Study, that it is 
never conſidered by them, at leaſt, we who are not 
in the Adminiſtration muſt e 0 by the Conſe- 
quence of their Proceedings. 82 give us Ma- 
Jeſtrates whom Nature never intended for ſuch Offices, 

| — rather for the meaneſt in Life, they rejer? Men 
of MWortb, of Underſtanding, of Honeſty, and of ho- 
Nourable Principles. They tax us, and collect large 
Revenues, which is to be feared they divide among 
themſelves, or certainly they would — us ſome 
Account of our Money. They make Men free, 


n order to ſtrengthen their Purty) who have no 


Right to it whatever, and refuſe that Freedom to o- 
thers, who are intitled both by Birth and Servitude. 
Here, Sr, is a CLUB held, which at -preſent go- 
verns our ty, we'll ſtep up and ſee what they are 
doing. Accordingly my Friend and I got unheeded 
into one Corner of the Room to obſerve the Beha- 
viour of this Body. We had not long been ſeated, 
before I could plainly ſee, the CLUB was govern'd 
by two Men, who fat near each other; one (by his 
Countenance) I judged to be a Relation of 2 2 
he was all volatile and gay, quite facetious and free 
with every Perſon; but of great Warmth in diſ- 
courſing of the general Buſineſs; eſpecially if any 
Oppoſition, but that ſeldom happened. His Neigh- 


—_ ſeem'd of the Family of Saturn, his Counte- 

ance gloomy, and general Diſcourſe but little: 
YetT I obſerved him om in cloſe Cabal with many 
round him. | Bacchus never propoſed any Thing in 
publick, but immediately after ſuch Cabal, which 


I 1 the Company were gover * 
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(9) f 
him, yet chat he was governed by Saturn. One 1 
Thing much ſurprized me. I obſerved they made ; 
a very large Collection, (under the Cant of Charity) ; 
which I preſently found was to be diſtributed a- 8 
mong ſuch poor Freemen, as the Perſons intruſted 
with 1t could prevail on to vote as they ſhould be 
directed. This ſhocked me greatly; to fee a Num- 
ber of Men, who would be thought of honeſt, ho- 
nourable Principles, raiſing Money to debauch the 
Morals of their poor Brethren. I judged their Cauſe 
was bad. or this Way would never be uſed. Truth 
and Honeſty will ſupport itſelf. Fraud and Violence 
muſt be ſupported by Money, Another Thing I 

* obſerved, they here named Per/ons annually to ſerve 
in the public Offices of the City, as tho' they were 
certain of a Majority. The Cabal agreed on them. 
Bacchus propoſed them, and the Company all ap- 

| proved without making any Objections with Regard 

to Demerit, &c. Thus likewiſe gave me great Diſ- 
guſt (after my Friend had acquainted me with their 
Character) that Men of any Underſtanding ſhould 
be ſo led, contrary even to their own Opinions: 

But party Zeal is ſomething like Enthbufiaſm, both fi- 
rious and equally inconſiſtant. 3 

That tall Gentleman (ſays my Friend yonder) 
with the ſwarthy Countenance, and lofty Look, is 
one of the Candidates now agreed on. Obſerve, 
with what a haughty Air, he as it were forces him-- 
ſelf to thank the Company for the Honour they have 
conferred on him, he does it with great Pain, and 
ſeems to over- look all around, as though they were 
beneath him greatly. This Honour has been many 
Time offered him, and he as conſtantly refufed it, 
thinking any ſuch Office below his Notice, tho' a 
Man of Family inferior and Fortune not equal to 
many in our City. But the Acquiſition of more 
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Money than he ever expected, has raiſed him to 

ſuch an Height of Pride, that he is juſtly deſpiſed 
and his preſent 

Acceptance 


by all who an't APES on him; 


* ** 


+ DOSS. 3 
Acceptance of the Place is owing to a particular 
Cauſe, of which T will acquaint you by and by. 
- Obſerve that other Candidate, he ſeems abaſhed 
in making his Compliments, not from Pride, but 
from a ſecret Conſciouſneſs of being unqualified for 
the Hyſt they have raiſed him to. He is not a native 
Otizen, or a long Reſident here, nor can ] tell how 
he is intitled to this Truſt, he's quite unknown to 
many preſent, leſs known to the City in general, 
and will be voted for by ſeveral who have never 
Strange Fatility, thought I, that the private Views 
of ſome capricious Men ſhould thus govern a Multi- 
tude, contrary to all Rules of Juſtice and right 
E e "ink. 4 
'- Buſineſs now done, and the Company withdraw- 
ing, my Friend and I joined in the Retreat: Being 
defirous of ſome Diſcourſe with them, I applied to 
à Man, who by his ſober ſolid Countenance, and 
advanced Age, I thought fully able to give a ſatis- 
factory Account of the late Proceedings. Pray, 
| fays I, (addreſſing myſelf as a Brother of the Club) 
are you acquainted with that ſtrange Gentleman 
ropoſed to us To-day. ——No really I am not.- 
Then you can't tell whether he may turn out a 
good or a bad Member; I have no Knowledge of 
him neither, and much diſlike a Stranger ſhould 
be put upon us: Tho' I had not Reſolution in pub- 
lie to make my Objections, I think I won't vore for 
him. Sir, ſays he, I as much diſlike many of our 
Proceedings as you do, but as it is a Rule ſtrictly 
to adhere to whatever is thus propoſed, tho' it be 
from but a few of our principal Members, we muſt 
always comply, otherwiſe we ſhall make a Rent, 
Which may ſoon tear the Garment a ſunder. 
What you ſay is fo far right, but whether the 
rending, of the Garment (as you call it) would be of 
good or bad Confequenice, I am at a Loſs to judge; 
III confeſs to you I am not well acquainted with the 
a Mr 1 Fundamentals 


| 


| (en ) 
Fundamentals. of our Club: Neither can. tell the, 
Cauſe of this general Diviſion in our City. +=. 
In Truth, ſays he, I am in the ſame Situation; E. 
have been a Member theſe many Years, ſtudied our. 
Conſtitution both general and particular, conſulted: 


every Brother-Member, and never yet can learn the. 


Foundation of theſe Fruds among us, or the certain 
Cauſe of our thus aſſembling: I believe all Bodies, 
civil, religiaus and politick, have ſome Diviſions., 
Our's. — been divided for many Ages, but never 
till within theſe, few Years WE into ſo determined 
a Party, there was another lg 1 had the uppen 
Hand ſome Time paſt; duri eir Reign a very 
calamitous Seaſon happened. The chief Magiſtrate in 
the adminiſhing Relief out of the public Bounty, 
was greatly . defrauded and deficient in his Accounts.: 
Our Friends I believe then formed themſelves, - and, 
from a popular Zeal, (which vas a good. Handle; 
perſecuted the Man tbat non thought . guilty, even. 
themſelves returned him Thanks for his fatherly, 
Care, in ſo deplorable. a Time. This beginning and 
or Praclices ſince have held us together. ut in as 
much as yx are gone beyond all Bonds, I am de- 
termined to quit, and if you join me, (as the Elecy, 
tion comes on To-morrow) will. vote againſt this 
Seranger. I am determined I'll no longer be made, 
a Duße to the Deſigns of a few. (I fear) ill- minded 
Men. Were our Principles good, our Practices. 
would be different, therefore Ll ſhake off the Fet- 
ters, and as heartily wiſh a Change. as any Zealot in 
the” Oppoſition. Td readily: joined him in his 15 
Concluſion, and ſo we partect. 

My Guide and I immediately ttepped” into a. 
nei ighbouring, Coffee-Houſe, where I could diſtin- 
guiſh the Faces of many I had ſeen at the Club, 
bufily employed in making Interęſt fot the two Cam, 

es Privately. promoted. To forne they only men- 
"nt; itn Namen ſome den petitioned, very 
n 4 -Þ 2 Ini 5 * ſtrongly, 
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ſtrongly, and ſome they threatned in Caſe of not 


going with them. | | 
| ile this was doing, a pretty elderly Gentle- 
man entered the Room, with a good his 


Hat under his Arm, his Air genteel and free; he 
was attended by many, in particular by Bacchus 
(the chief Patriot of the Club) who intr him 
- to the Gentlemen preſent. I obſerved he addreſſed 
them in a very polite Way, which made me at once 
_ eonclude him a Courtier of experienced Eloquence, 
fent down from a higher Power to influence the 
Minds of the unwary People. Coming a little 
nearer, I took Notice his Suit was all in Favour 
himſelf. And to my Surprize I obſerved, he did 
not ſcruple hinting, at bir own Merit. IT really 


' bluſhed for him, and muſt own he h/, with me 


much of that Eſteem his diſtant Appearance gave 
him.. One Thing I took particular Notice of, ſuch 
as his Rheterick fait ts | 

. oned for future Favours, in Caſe he could not then 
ſucceed; which made me think he was conſcious 
bis own Demerit; or, knew there was a ſuperior 


Power engaged in the ſame Cauſe, which made it 


unlikely he ſhould ſucceed. | 
Alt this Minute another Appearance attracted my 
Obſervation: A Youth of a ſmiling and moſt agree- 
able Countenance entered the Room, but not in 
that pompous Manner as the Conrtrer, _—_ 
ſently found his Buſineſs was the ſame. His Dreſs 
= plain, no Way diftinguiſhing from his friendly 


ttendance, his Addreſs very graceful, tho quite 
different. Inſtead of uſing any pompous Flouriſhes | 


or Hints at his own Merit, he with great Diffidence 
(the true Attendant of a noble Soul) only hoped the 


ence with, be petiti· 


Favours of his Felknw-Citizens. This Word warmed 


me to him, methought it looked like the Petition 
of a dutiful Son to an indulgent Farber, whoſe Inte- 
reſts were ſo connected and inſeparable, that tho* 


de den had not (as in Duty bound) petitioned in ſo 


_ ſuppliatit 


(13) 
ſuppliant a Manner, yet the Father muſt confer the 
Boon rather than grve it to any foren Stranger. © 

The Hurry growing very great, my Friend and : 
I retiring, I beg'd he would inform me for what 
Dignity theſe Gentlemen were contending, which I 
apprehended but one could obtain. He thus re- : 
plied, The great Confuſion you obſerved at your 
firſt entering _— is chiefly, (tho? not intirely) 
on Account of thoſe Gentlemen, as almoſt ev 
one has taken Part with one Side or other; that | 
Lady you took Notice of, in ſuch fervant Applica- 
tion, has taken Part with the Courtier, what her 
Reaſons are, I can't pretend to ſay, but my Opini- 
on of the Matter I will give you in few Words. 
Lou muſt know our City (tho! large and flouriſhing}. 
is but the ſecond in the Kingdom. The Metropolis - 
bolds an Aſſembly, Part compoſed of Men ſent up 
from the other Towns and Counties; they are 
veſted with many valuable Privileges, and ſhould be 
Men of large Fortunes, unblemiſhed Charafers,: and 
of generous Principles. They ſhould be born in the 
Gountry, have an Intereſt in it, and (if to be got 
worthy) ſhould ve in or near the Place they repre- 
ſent, in order that People may have immediate A 
plication to them, for Redreſs of their ſeveral Gricu- 
ances; as alſo in Expectation that they II more im- 
mediately have the Intereſt of their nate Place at 
Heart, than any Stranger. If they are Foreigners, 
and have none, or hittle Intereſt with us, they'll cer- 
zainly conſult that of their own native Country preferable. 
40 ours. If they are Men of ſmall Fortunes, there 
is a Danger of their accepting Places of Profit, 
N which muſt biaſs them to our Prejudice, if it be 
® - demanded of them. If they are Men of bad Cha- 
+ raCters or baſe Principles, their Service will only 
tend to ſome deſtructive Ends. Therefore all, and 
every Perſon capable of giving a Vote in fo impor- 
ant an Affair, ſhould difintereſtedly conſider, and 
well weigh the. Merits of the Cauſe,” and + 
-” ea . 
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Reaſon whatever * Ffiendſhip the ſtrongeſt 
Tye of Nature) act contrary to their mature deli - 


berate Judgment. They ſhould conſider one Vote 


in Parliament may unbinge a Conftitution, and that 
Majority may have been Occaſioned by the fngle 
Yate of a Cobler in making of an unworthy. Member. 
. How far theſe Gentlemen come under the Confi- 
deration neceſſary, I think is pretty juſtly laid 
down in a ſmall Paper which L'Il ſhew you, the 


_ Caurtier, under the Character of an Aſcanius, the 


Youth under that of Alfred. The Caurtier hold- 
ing a valuable Place under the Government, I am 
ſure alone diſqualifies him; beſides he is a Foreign- 
er, and Native of a Country that has more Power 
over Us than our own Conſtitution, and who are 


jealous of Us as Rivals in their Trade, and would 
wiſh us under Ground. He may be a Man of For- 


tune, and generous Principles, but by his late Be- 


haviour, it certainly muſt be ſmall, or his Avarice,. 


great. He don't purpoſe living among us, nei- 
thex has he any Intereſt in our City. The only Re- 


commendation I find his Friends can give him is, 


his being in a publick Place, which enables him to 


do ſome. Services for ſome Particulars in a Maritime. 

Way. That he has been pretty helpful thus, and 
if not choſen may reſent it to their future Prejudice, 
L. grant he has been thus kind to many, and did it 
poſſibly (which was his Duty) from a Principle of 


aſſiſting the Fair Trader, in every Thing reaſona- 


ble, but if twas done as the Fable hints, a future 
Refuſal in ſuch Caſes, would be of general Service, 
as the lawleſs Intereſt of Particulars ſhould give 
Plaee to the lawful and general gaod of Mankind. 

View the Youth as a contraſt to his Character, 
he comes to his native City, from a natural Love. 


and Right in it, almoſt as ſoon as the Poſſeſſion of 


his: Eſtate makes him his own Maſter, being de- 

tained from it during his Minority by the Will of 

his Guardian, He comes attended by his Conſort, 
Tha 4 * 85 1 
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a Lady born of noble Parentage, and educated in 
the gaiety of Life, who as well as himſelf, muſt have 
many ſtrong. Inducements to ſettle in oy City, 
were they not born down by that inherent ILove in 
his (as well as every worthy Breaſt) of prefering 
the Place of his Nativity, to all others. His For- 
tunes large, and likely to be greatly increaſed. His 
Characters unblemiſhed, and Principles quite gene- 
rous and juſt. Witneſs his diffuſive Spirit extend- 

ing itſelf, not: only to the Neceſſities, but even the 
Luxury of his Fellow Citizens 
The general Voice of the People proclaim him the 
Man. To their Honour be it ſpoken, that they have 
Judgment to diftinguiſh between Merit and Sbew; 
between a Courtier in Place, and a Man of Fortune 
independant, and above any Place could tempt him. 
Between a Native Citizen, and ta Foreigner born 10 

hate us. Between a Man generous and public Spirited, 
and a Man of Parfimony. Between a Man qualified 


i every reſpet? to ſerve them, and a Man no way fit. 


or it, | ION 

jr thought my Friend reaſaned very fudicivuſiy in 
Favour of the Youth, which gained him my good 
Wiſhes. We- had not gone- much farther before 
He thus Addreſſed me. Here ſays He, is another 
Club, like a -Phentisx riſing out of its own Aſhes. 
They once had the Afcendancy, in our City, but 
have been overpowered for many Tears; now find: 
ing Matters carried to a deſtructive height, by their 
Oppoſers, they are again rouſed, and determined 
to bring Things to a moderate State, if they can't 
entirely get the Reins in their own Hands. The 
Wantonneſs of Power is dangerous, and whether 
they might in all things behave becoming, were 
oy inveſted with it: I can't ſay, but this is certam, 

their Principles are as juſt, as the Title of their 
Club is loyal, they might do, much Good, and In- 


Jury could none. All true Proteſtants ſhould ad- 
Here to them, all Lovers of their King and Country. 
Here 


Fs 
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Niere they may find an Ahlen, here a Friend; here 


an Afiſtant; theſe are Truths beyond Contradiction, 
and what confirms them, is their being joined in In- 
tereſt and Affection by a great Man, in our King- 
dom, who ever made the Intereft of it his Study, 
and the good of our People his Fatherly Care. A. 
Man who was always Veſted, with honourable, noble 
Principles in the mof# dangerous Times. A Man who 
has given general Satisfaction in public Life, as well 
as great content in private, A Man born for ihe 
good of our Country, and truly worthy the Dignities 
confered in him. A Man who has no Enemies, 
but ſuch as jealous of his Virtues are incapable to 
imitate them, | | | 
Would you believe it, Sir ? this good Man (our 
eſt Friend) it entirely oppoſed by the reigning 
arty, and from what Motive I cannot ſay, but 
purely a Spirit of Oppoſition : They have hurt us 
greatly by it, having forced him (like an injured 
Parent) to withdraw his bounteous Hand, till ſuch 
Time as a ſcene of our Defection ſhall incline us to 
a Return of our wonted Duty. 

As we paſſed along I heard a cluttering of Ar- 
mour, enquired of my Friend the Cauſe ; he 
told me theſe were a Set of Gentlemen and others, 
who had formed themſelves into an Independent Com- 
pam, in order for Inſtruction in Military Affairs, that 
in caſe any Foreign Invaſion, or inteſtine Trouble 
ſhould happen; they may be qualified for a proper 
Defence, as well as able to infiru#? their Brethren : 
Their Inſtitution was noble, and from an honoura- 
ble Motive, and had it refted on its firſt Principle, 
it's poſſible might have gained them a regular Com- 
miſſian to hold their Body: But as they ſeem too ge- 
nerally to eſpouſe any Debate relative to a ſingle 
Member only, and alſo inclinable too much to medate 
in the civil Government, it's thought they Il not 
be permitted long io ſub/iſt. Wy 122 1 
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The Court I ſee is gathering, on which the-ſink- 


ing Hopes of the old Party, and the aſpiring 


Hopes of the new, this Day greatly depend, Thac 
of the Candidates is in ſome Meaſure linked with 
them, as the Favour of a Magiſtrate is a neceſſary 


Aſſiſtant. The High Party moſtly join the Courtier; 


all the Low Party the Youth. We'll ſtep in and 
ſee how they proceed. AE abt 
At our Entrance, methought I had got into a 
ruſtick Houſe of Merriment, where no Order, or 
good Manners could be expected, rather than a 
Court, where Method ſhould Preſide, and Decen- 
ey be obſerved. A confuſed humming Noiſe (as 
from the whole Aſſembly) was all could be diſtin- 
guiſhed, except here and there an exalted Voice, 
which was no ſooner uttered than ſuppreſſed by one 
more clamorous, and neither able to make them- 
ſelves be heard. The Bench was filled with Men, 
who ſeemed like Statues, plac'd for Ornament, not 
Uſe, they either wanted Power to over-rule, or Senſe 
10 interpoſe Perſuaſives to good Breeding. _ | 
At length whether tired at their own Noiſe, in 
which no Man could hear his Neighbour, or from 
Reſpect for one I obſerved riſing among them, a 
ſudden Silence took Place. This Gentleman with 
great Fluency of Speech addreſſed the Audience, 
After propoling ſome Matters with regard to Or- 


der and ſetting other Things to Rights, the Battle 


begins. I could preſently perceive, by many Faces 
I had ſeen at the Club, which ſide the Queſtion they 
inclin'd. A ſudden Joy on any little Majority, 
and a ſullen Sadneſs when againſt them, ſays a Man, 
(ſtanding at my Elbow, I ſuppoſe to his Friend) 
we mult expect in this Part of the Pannel our E- 
nemies will have a large Majority, theſe are Men 
we have no Influence on, but - preſently we ſhall 
whip them up. Pray, ſays I tro my Guide, what's 
the Meaning of this Man's Expreſſions. - Why, 
Sir, ſays he, I'll tell. you, theſe old Partizans know 
2040 C | 
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(On) | 
as well as the Beggar knows his Diſh, in what Part 
of the Pannel their Strength lies. Theſe Pannels 
are Liſts of all Freemen, which they keep Copies 
of, and are ſo well verſed in them that they*1l. tell 
you, almoſt to a ſingle Man, what Number will be 
for, or againſt them in every Page. They work 
like Moles under Ground to ſupport their Strength, 
they bring Men to Life that have been dead to the 
World for many Years : They threaten the trading 
Man, corrupt the poor Man with Money, even to the 
breach of ſolemn Promiſes ; the rich they entreat, as 
an indigent Man would for an Alms; they ranſack 
Town and Country, and alſo foreign Kingdoms, to keep 

up their Force. | | 
* What the Man meant by whipping up, was the 
latter Part of the Pannel ; there they have got a 
Number of Recruits, qualified on purpoſ: to anſwer 
their Ends, and I am told they intend making an 
Bundred Freemen more, provided they*ll ſolemnly 
engage with them, not conſidering how deſtructive 
it will be to the Revenue, detrimental to the City in 
general, and I fear, in the End, deſtroy our 
Charter, | eee 
* How ſome Men are infatuated, thought I, juſt'y 
comparable to the fallen Angels, not with their own 
ill State content, they headlong bring the innocent 
Into the guilty Snare. That Man who thro' En- 
gagements breaks, is greatly wrong, but he who 
urges the Deceit, is doubly falſe ; beſide, his Spi- 
rit's mean, and Principles quite baſe, and would not 
ſtick at Actions the moſt vile, but for our whole- 
ſome Laws, which awe his guilty Soul. But dying 
Men at Straws will graſp, as Knaves, to eſcape the 
Rope, their deareſt Friends condemn. Wer 
Obſerve, ſays my Friend, that old Gentleman 
now ſpeaking, he's the chief, or only Advocate the 
high Party have to gloſs their private Actions, and 
tinſel them over, in hopes to gain Applauſe for 
what deſerves the moſt ſevere Rebuke : rd 
| | 5 o 
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how he is wrought up, the Features of his Face 
diftorted, his Colour raiſed, his Eyes inflamed, his 
Mouth all in a Fome, the very Man guite loſt by 
Agony and Paſſion, and all from an aſpiring 
Thought of being a Bulwark to that Club, whoſe 
Height by none is envy'd, no more than will their 
Fall be pitied. 3 
Saturn you ſee is quiet, he mentions not a Word, 
being Maſter of ſuch Senſe to know, his Silence 
gains him moſt Applauſe: But the Agitations of 
his Mind work on the Muſcles of his Face, that you 
pe judge the Part he bears in every Scene that's 
actea. | | 
. Bacchus I can't perceive, it's poſſible he may be 
found at theEntrance of the Court, tampering with 
his Enemies, or chearing up his Friends; or more 
likely he's in ſome neighbouring Houſe of Mirth, 
diſtributing bis darling Juice to ſome whom there he 
holds, as @ Corps de Reſerve; that in caſe they can't 
without, with them they may gan their deſtructive 
Ends ; ſuch Men there are, indifferent to the Party 
and no way dependant on them; yet, led by iale 
Tales, or flaviſh Fear, who always vote on any Caſe 
emergent, but never otherwiſe. we 
Moſt ſtrange, thought I, that Man ſhould fo 
be governed. The Poor, whoſe Educations low, 
and Underſtandings weak, and Life become a Bur- 
then more than Comfort ; I ſhould not wonder to 
ſee acting, as thoſe who pay them high ſhall order, 
The midaling Man, whoſe Dependance is on all, I 
likewiſe, in great Meaſure, would excuſe for facri- 
ficing his Judgment to his Intereſt. But the rich, 
the Man of Underſtanding, well educated, and in- 
dependant, to ſee thus hiding his Face, 4a/e/y made 
a Dupe, and at laſt brought into his Confuſjon, 
carries in it ſomething ſa mean, as Words cannot 
expreſs. SOOT F 
_ . Obſerve, ſays my Friend, that Gentleman under 
the Bench, with the Paper in his Hand, and now 
ne 22 - peaking; - 
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ſpeaking ; mind how he r-0-a-r-s with his Mouth 
open, and Face raifed towards that learned Body, as 
10* he hoped an Infuſion of their Senſe, to enable 
him to utter his wild Thoughts in ſome coherent 
Manner. I find he's done, and believe his Words 
Bave given Offence to none; as I dare ſay, they could 
not be underſtood : I once heard him ſpeak. in this 
Court, and never more; ſpeak I ſhould not fay, 
for, tho' near him, I could not diſtinguiſh a Word 
he ſaid, but by theContortions of his Face, the prodigi- 
ou Extent of bis M-o-u-t-b and the Motions of his whole 
Frame, I judged he was attempting to ſpeak, He 
is a Man of Senſe equal to a Ploughman ; he has 
acquir'd 4 good Fortune, gone thro? one Station 
of the Magiftracy, and greatly thirſts after the Su- 
preme. He is a Member of the Cub, contributes 
pretty largely to their dark Subſcriptions, is be- 
come a furious Zealot ; and on that account thinks 
_ himſelf fully 7 and intirely equal to any Poſt 
in our City: He wants a little of Saturn's Senſe to 
know the Defects of his own. His large Contri - 
butions, and great Zeal has made him giddy, and 
much - expoſed: his weak Side; whereas had he 
walked in a lower Sphere, he might have covered 
his Defects, and paſſed for a Man of common Un- 
derſtanding, which would have gained him more 
Eſteem and expoſed him leſs to Sahr. | 
What's the meaning, ſays I, of this prodigious 
8 This, ſays my Friend, is on account 
e High Party have carned their Ends in a chief 
Magiſtrate ; that Man you fee with the pale, mea- 
re Countenance (who ſeems more confuſed than 
Joyful) returning Thinks from the Bench, for the 
honour his Friends have raifed him to, is the Per- 
ſon elected. The Gentleman in Oppofition to him, 
is à Very principal Merchant, a Man of Fortune, 
of Integrity and good Underſtanding ; ##t our 
worthy Patriots witely eonſidering our Trade is 
chiefly maritime, have given us a & Captain, whoſe 
5 4 MN Integrity 
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Integrity (if not ſuperior to his Underſtanding) 
— Figure go Office, little to our Ad. 
vantage, and not much ſuperior to his Predeceſſor: 
Some of his Electors ſeemed aſhamed of their 
Choice, particularly I obſerved Saturn, (their 
Morning Star) hiding beneath his Beaver ; but no 
Matter, if they can utter the Word given forth by 
their Leader, / their Joy is as great, as tho* their 
Man was a Lycurgus or a Cicero. | : 

We ſtaid *till they had gone thro? the ſecond 
Poll, for Inferior Officers, and found the CLUB“ 
two Members choſen. Nov, ſays my Friend, 
they have gained the Government of us for ano- 
ther Year, after a hard Struggle, to the Trouble 
of their Friends whom they have brought ſeveral 
hundred Miles to their own . Expence, in Bri- 
bery and Corruption, and I fear to the Deſtruction 
of our general Revenue: Certainly this muſt be 
conſumed, or they d never ſo work to keep their 
dark Myſteries ſtill a Secret, Why, Sir, they are 
fo well verſed in Deeds of this Sort, and ſucceed 
ſo eaſily, that they attempted to bribe that great 
Man, I mentioned to you a while ago, tho' they 
knew his Promiſe was before given againſt them; 
and what do you think was the Bait ? Money they 
knew would not do, he was above their Threats 
and deſpiſed their Favours : Their Offer was no- 
thing leſs than a Sacrifire of our City; theſe (would be 
thought) Patriots, theſe zealous Citizens, theſe in- 
de pendant Freemen, theje Exclaimers againlt our being 
made a Borough, would notwithitanding, give us up 

without Reſerve, and all for the Interest f a Private 
Man.——Oh! my poor deluded Fellow-Citizens, 
how are you led? how are you cozened ? Had 
this great, this good Man accepted of the Offer, 
and been the bad Man yout Leaders would repre- 
ſent co what = _— of you? Where 
would be your Ref or who your Support? 
But he valuing the Love of all, and deſpiling ſuch 
: Ml-eanneſs, 
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Meanneſs, rejected this umworthy Offer, and expoſed 
their Baſeneſs. I hope in Time they will ſee their 
Folly, and conſult our private Good, as well as our 
general Welfare, £1 Hoa, To a7 

The Court withdrawing, my Friend and I join'd 
the Crowd, at our coming out, our Ears were ſa- 
luted with the following Song. 


I. 


COME all ye Hibernians T.. fing ye a Song, = 
— Of a Matter depending, which' won't keep you 
long, F Fa | 
You know were about chooſing a Man for the Chair, 
Then let us with due Prudence our Fudgment declare. 


II. 


mei have one of Worth, of Fortune Indepen- 
5 dant, | | 
Of Morals net debauch*d, by Birth à true deſcen- 
dant | 
From Parents Hibernian, all born in our City, 
And Proteſtants ſtanch truly wile if not witty. 


III. 


The Man wwho comes neareft; theſegood Character 
trac' d, dels BY EY 
| Shall have all our Votes, we'll ſee him firmly plac'd 
In fſpight of all Faction, however deſpotick, | 
Or a Party enrag d, at diſcloſing a ſad Trick. 


IV. 


- Here's @ Health ts Harry and Thomas the Juſt, 
Our Iſland's great Bulwark, our City's true Truſt, 
May they go Hand in Hand, and all Honour purſue, 


And remain bright Examples to every True Blue. 
RE | Newenham's 
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Newenham's tbe Gentleman 1 have Painted here to 


ſerve Ze, 
Take him, or go to the Devil's Arſe _ in 
Darbe. | 1 


The prodigious Laughter of the Reni at the 
Concluſion of the Man's Song, and at the ſame 
Time miſſing my Friend, wrought ſo ſtrongly on 
my Fancy, that I awoke and found it all a Dream. 
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